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The 11" Science and Technology Foresight:
Discusion on Desirable Society 2040 (Workshop Report)

Science and Technology Foresight Center, National Institute of Science and Technology Policy
(NISTEP), MEXT

ABSTRACT

. This material summarized the outputs of the two workshops regarding the outlook for the
desirable future society in the process toward the 11th Science and Technology (S&T) Foresight
Survey.

The Survey consists of four activities; i.e. (1) Horizon Scanning (exploration and analysis of
trends), (2) Visioning (consideration of possible futures to be realized), (3) Survey of S&T Trends
(selection and analysis of future S&T), and (4) Scenario Planning (realization of visions by S&T and
social systems); and the workshops contribute actually to the activities for the Visioning.

First of all, the Vision Workshop was held in January 2018 in order to consider the desirable future
society. Possible 50 visons for future society were obtained by the group discussions of the experts
with various backgrounds, and the visons were categorized under the keywords, “Humanity,”
“Inclusive,” “Sustainability,” and “Curiosity.”

The next, the Scenario Workshop was held in February 2018 in order to conduct case studies which
contribute to further considerations of the desirable future society. Realization of the possible
visions which were obtained by the Vision Workshop was considered by group discussions. 16

scenarios were described and the S&T elements as keys for realization were selected.
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