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The awareness of students and their guardians about their main source of scientific
and technological information and its reliability: using the topic of the Nobel Prize
won by Japanese researchers in 2015

Maya OKAMOTO
2nd Policy-Oriented Research Group,
National Institute of Science and Technology Policy (NISTEP), MEXT

ABSTRACT

Along with the diversification and dissemination of information media in recent years, sources
of scientific and technological information have also diversified, and it is very important how we
ensure the accuracy and objectivity of information. In this study, we clarified the awareness of
students (elementary, junior high, and high school students) and their guardians about their main

source of scientific and technological information and its reliability, using the topic of the Nobel



Prize won by Japanese researchers in 2015.

People tend to trust information provided by professional organizations or individuals easily,
whereas they regard information provided by sources that are entertainment-related or based on
personal opinions as unreliable. Students’ main sources of information about the Nobel Prize in

9

2015 were “TV,” “newspaper (including electronic versions),” “teacher,” and “Internet (except
SNS).” As a result of learning about this topic, the percentage of students who were interested in
“working as a researcher” increased, but the percentage of guardians who hoped their children
would become researchers decreased.

Combating students’ disinterest in the sciences is a common issue, and it is information that is
capable of naturally arousing their interest in science and technology, as well as enhancing their
scientific literacy. Therefore, ensuring the accuracy and objectivity of information and the
consideration of appropriate information transmission methods in accordance with the
characteristics of the information recipients and the contents of the information is greatly
anticipated.
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