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A New Tool for Capturing Weak Signals ~NISTEP’s Horizon Scanning ‘KIDSASHI’~

Science and Technology Foresight Center, National Institute of Science and Technology Policy
(NISTEP), MEXT

ABSTRACT

Horizon scanning as a policy tool or a part of comprehensive foresight survey process aims to
broadly explore information about new trends or weak signals as well as potential problems,
which is being implemented by government organizations in European countries, etc.

As a new foresight survey tool, we have undertaken development of a regularly continuing
horizon scanning system called as “KIDSASHI (Knowledge Integration through Detecting Signals
by Assessing/ Scanning the Horizon for Innovation)” since 2016, and succeeded to identify the
framework and construct the system for gathering information and analyzing those items, as the
first step.

KIDSASHI daily crawls news releases related S&T information from about 300 organizations
including universities, research institutes, and private companies, and automatically classify the
news articles by categories, such as research fields, type of contents and time series, by using deep
learning. KIDSASHI also has search function for items what we want to know by character string
from collected information. Further, KIDSASHI has online publication system, and has been
published 39 short reports regarding new trends or weak signals, written by NISTEP s staff, on
the NISTEP website from September 2016 to September 2018.

We will continue ongoing improvement about the KIDASHI system in the future.



