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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to provide basic information that contributes to the consideration in
science and technology innovation policies and strategies, including the 6th Science and
Technology Basic Plan. The prospective period is about 30 years until 2050, and the target year is
2040. First, the trends and signs of change in science and technology and society were obtained,
and then the future image of society (the desired future image) and the future image of science and
technology (the medium- and long-term perspective of science and technology development) were
separately examined. Finally, these trends and images were integrated in order to examine the
future images of society through the development of science and technology.

In examining the future image of society, 50 future images were extracted. For examination of the
future image of science and technology, 702 science and technology topics were selected, and the
expert questionnaire surveys were conducted regarding importance, international competitiveness,
and prospects for implementation of the topics. Science and technology topics were also clustered
focusing on the similarities of the contents across fields and “close-up science and technology
areas” were extracted as the areas to be promoted. Finally, 50 basic visions and 702 science and
technology topics were linked, and “basic scenario” was obtained as the desirable society through

the development of science and technology.
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