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Progress of the Establishment of Data and Information Infrastructure as the Base for
Science, Technology and Innovation Policy — For the Analysis of R&D Investment by

the Government —

2nd Theory-Oriented Research Group, National Institute of Science and Technology
Policy (NISTEP), Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
(MEXT)

ABSTRACT

As part of the Science for RE-designing Science, Technology and
Innovation Policy (SciREX) program of the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology, the National Institute of Science and
Technology Policy (NISTEP) has been facilitating development and use of
data and information infrastructure that serves as the base for
evidence-based science, technology and innovation policy. As a measure to
facilitate the use, issues and difficulties regarding data and information
contributing to the science, technology and innovation policy have been
investigated. This report summarizes the results of the investigation
conducted in the fiscal years of 2017 and 2018.

First, public statistics and other data currently available that are useful to
understand the achievements of R&D funding were studied in order to
identify the issues. We interviewed researchers and experts to gather
information on issues and difficulties to effectively use the data and
information in science, technology and innovation policy and R&D
management, as well as to hear opinions regarding data and information
required and the desirable conditions in the future. In addition, the
Networking Meeting of Concerned Organizations was held, where experts
from Japan’s major R&D funding organizations and other relevant groups
discussed the methods of data coordination among funding organizations
and the ideal use of funding data. These results suggests that standardizing
various types of data and restructuring and reorganizing existing data are
important to lay out the achievements and effects of R&D investment by the
government, which has become important in Japan's science and technology
policy.
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