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Survey on Career Awareness and Financial Assistance to 1st year of Doctoral Students
- A Survey from December 2022 to January 2023 -

SAITO Keiji, and WATANABE Eiichiro
Ist Policy-Oriented Research Group

ABSTRACT:

NISTEP conducted a survey titled "Survey on Career Awareness and Financial Assistance to 1st year of
Doctoral Students" from December 2022 to January 2023. NISTEP asked all first-year doctoral students in
Japan to answer the web survey. NISTEP collected 6,153 complete valid responses from the survey. The valid
response rate is 35.7%, based on the number of survey targets by the university offices. In this paper, we present
the survey results by dividing responses into three categories of [NMI: students who are neither MOS nor INS],
[MOS: member of society excluding international students], and [INS: international students including
international students as MOS]. MOS are defined as people who have or had a job with recurring income,
housewives, and househusbands.

Regarding carcer awareness, the web survey asked ‘“Preferred working sector/professional job after
completing doctoral course”. The answer ratio of “University/Education” is highest in Humanities, Social
Science, and Education field of all three categories. On the other hand, "Private-sector Employee" accounted
for the largest percentage in Engineering field of [NMI] and [MOS]. Additionally, [INS] generally prefer
educational/research positions over those of [NMI] and [MOS].

Regarding the economic situation, we calculated mid-expected value corresponding to the expected value
by multiplying the applicable ratio of various incomes and financial support including tuition reductions and
their median amount of money. The mid-expected value in each research field of [NMI] has larger "TA
income," "RA income," "benefit-type financial aid," and "loan-type financial aid" than the other two
categories. Though the mid-expected values of [MOS] indicate relatively small financial support, about
90% of [MOS] have a job with recurring income. In addition, the mid-expected value of income from
employment for [MOS] who has a job was approximately 3.5 million yen. For [INS], the applicable rate
and amount of tuition fee reduction are largest in the three categories.

Among first-year doctoral students, career awareness and the status of financial support differ
depending on the three categories of [NMI], [MOS], and [INS]. Appropriate policies and support methods
for each category are required.



