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Public Attitudes to Science and Technology - The relationship between science and
technology and well-being -

HOSOTSUBO Moritaka, KANO Kei and WATANABE Eiichiro

Ist Policy-Oriented Research Group, NISTEP, MEXT

ABSTRACT

We conducted a survey of a total of 6,600 male and female between the ages of 15 and 69. When
we surveyed people's awareness of whether or not advances in science and technology are leading
to improvements in 22 areas of well-being, including health conditions, personal safety, economic
growth, and decarbonization, we found that more than 50% of respondents answered that they
"(somewhat) agree" in two areas: health conditions and economic growth. When we examined the
percentage of respondents who answered “I think so” by age in each of the health conditions and
economic growth, we found that both the younger generation (under 19 years old) and the senior
generation (over 60 years old) were higher.

On the other hand, when asked about the level of happiness (10 points for "very happy" and 0
points for "very unhappy") as a measure of people’s well-being, 62% responded with a score of 6
or higher, indicating that men's happiness levels were lower than women's.

When we examined the correlation between the responses that the advancement of science and
technology leads to improved health conditions and economic growth and the response that the

level of happiness is high, a correlation was found.
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