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ABSTRACT

This paper evaluates the effects of cluster policy in light of the complexity of geography of
university-industry R&D collaboration. The study focuses on the unique “university-centred’
cluster programmes in Japan, implemented between 2002 and 2009. Our analysis compares
the effects of cluster policy on universities / public research institutes (PRIs), and those on
firms, by utilising micro-data from official statistics combined with data from databases of
academic publications and patents. By estimating panel fixed-effect Poisson models, we find
that these cluster programmes promoted regional innovation, especially by increasing
universities” and PRIs” patenting (but not publication) and firms” publication (but not
patenting), indicating behavioural additionality of cluster policies. Moreover, we find that
forward citations from academic patenting and firms’ scientific papers significantly
increased after cluster participation, which suggests enhanced quality of science and

technology output.



