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Survey for the career path of PhD students: Interest in transferable skills, and awareness of
overseas students

Affiliated Fellow, 1% Policy Oriented Research Group, National Institute of Science and Technology
Policy (NISTEP), MEXT

MATSUZAWA Takaaki

ABSTRACT

This survey is carried out for 499 PhD students, including some in master course, to
investigate into their ideas about transferable skills and career path after graduation. In
their job selection, PhD students think important for “satisfaction of their works” and the
relation with their own research theme in PhD course. They also worry about finding jobs
in their career issues, but there is the difference in the priority between 4 anxious factors.
One third of students believe they have an opportunity to learn transferable skills as a
program. The other one third think they cannot help learning these skills by their own
effort. In addition, PhD students want to learn their own major and foreign languages in
their course. But they are not interested in learning ethics and skills about
industry-academia cooperation.

By the opinions of overseas students, the reason why they select PhD course in Japan, is
the excellence of research level in Japanese university. They also think their opportunities
to success in Japan, are increasing. But there are some problems in the communication by

Japanese, and short of information for foreigners to access job.
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Figure 16: Share of researchers receiving structured training during PhD per country of
PhD
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Source: MOREZ2 Higher Education Survey (2012)

Note: - Percentage of doctoral candidates and R2 (post-doctoral or equivalent) doctorate
holders who have received structured training during their PhD per country of PhD.
(n=3,892)

- Countries with less than 30 cobservations are omitted: Cyprus, Greece, Iceland,
Macedonia (FYROM) and Malta.
(3 #8) IDEA Consult. “MORE2 : Deliverable8—Final report MORE2”

EURAXESS, 2013 B 16 & Y 51 A [4]
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Figure 17: Modules of structured training during PhD (EU27)
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Note: Percentage of doctoral candidates and R2 (post-doctoral or equivalent) doctorate holders
who have received structured training during their PhD in the respective skills.
(n=2,250)
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Figure 16: Share of researchers receiving structured training during PhD per country of
PhD
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Source: MORE2 Higher Education Survey (2012)

Note: - Percentage of doctoral candidates and R2 (post-doctoral or equivalent) doctorate
halders who have received structured training during their PhD per country of PhD.
(n=3,892)

- Countries with less than 30 observations are omitted: Cyprus, Greece, Iceland,
Macedonia (FYROM) and Malta.
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Directorate B-European Research Area
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Figure 17: Modules of structured training during PhD (EUZ27)
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