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Results and problems of regional innovation in regional block areas
Hiroshi MATSUBARA and Daisuke SOTOHEBO, 2nd Policy-Oriented Research Group,
National Institute of Science and Technology Policy (NISTEP), MEXT

ABSTRACT

Given the current trend of regional innovation research in Europe and the United States,
it is important to grasp the actual state of regional innovation in the scale of regional block
areas in Japan. In this study, through the analysis of the potential of regional innovation
nationwide and the network of industry, academia, and government, we try to understand the
positions of the Kyushu and Hokuriku areas. Regarding the industry, academia, and
government networks, a close relationship was established within Kyushu, whereas in
Hokuriku, networks with actors in other areas, such as Tokyo and Osaka, were frequently
observed.

In the “Eastern Kyushu Medical Valley,” small and medium-sized enterprises have been
developing from conventional to new industries called medical device development, and new
development paths have formed after lock-in has ended. Moreover, in the “Fukuoka Bio
Valley,” bio venture companies have strengthened cooperation with Kurume University and
contributed to cluster formation.

In the survey of major companies in the Hokuriku area, it can be divided into a case
where a change in technological trajectory within the company was observed, and another
case where such change involved regional innovation policies in Japan. The former often
applies to the branch plants of large companies with headquarters in the other area whereas,
in the companies with headquarters in the area, cooperation with local universities and public
testing research institutions is strong. It can be said that there was a foundation on which
regional innovation could proceed in the latter case.

In the future, to induce regional innovation with a large impact on the regional economy,
it is important to strategically develop policies that promote the improvement or shift of
technological trajectories of regional headquartered companies while understanding their
importance. Additionally, it is essential to promote broad-area collaboration of public testing
research institutes and to develop international competitive bases from a wider perspective.
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