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Survey on International Collaboration between Japanese Universities and
Foreign Firms
2" Policy-Oriented Research Group, National Institute of Science and Technology Policy (NISTEP),
MEXT
ABSTRACT

The National Institute of Science and Technology Policy (NISTEP) conducted a questionnaire
survey of 1082 Japanese universities in order to analyze recent trends in, motivations for, and
performance effects of international collaboration between Japanese universities and foreign
firms. 793 universities out of 1082 objects responded to the survey (73.3% response rate). The
results show that it is around 20% of Japanese universities with industry-university collaboration
that are engaged in that with foreign companies, that the largest portion of the international
industry-university collaboration is conducted with firms in the United States, that a human
network of researchers plays an important role in the formation of an international industry-
university collaborative project, that most of international industry-university collaborative
projects have achieved the expected results, and that main issues recognized by universities are
the lack of staffs in charge, the difficulty in acquiring opportunities for forming collaboration,
and the inadequate preparation of rules and regulations corresponding to international industry-
university collaboration.
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